
 

 

Fast Facts on our key themes 
February 2009 

Poverty 
 

• 28 per cent of people aged 60 or over live in povertyi 
• One in two older people entitled to Pension Credit are not claiming itii 
• Up to £168 million of Pension Credit is left unclaimed annuallyiii 
• Up to 22 per cent of people aged 60 or over are failing to claim Housing Benefitiv 
• 51 per cent of households in fuel poverty are pensioner householdsv 
• 32 per cent of people aged 60 or over are solely reliant on state benefits with no other 

source of incomevi 
 

Isolation 
 

• It is projected that 93, 400 people aged 60 or over live on their ownvii 
• 21 per cent of those aged 65 or over say they are often or always lonelyviii 
• 16 per cent of people aged 65 or over say they do not leave, or get out of, their house 

more than once a weekix 
• 21 per cent of women aged 55 or over report that ‘fear of crime’ has a great effect on 

their quality of lifex 
• 14 per cent of people aged 60 or over believed that it was very or fairly likely that they 

would be a victim of burglary in the next year, 8 per cent a victim of mugging or 
robbery and 7 per cent a victim of stranger attackxi 

• In 2008 42 per cent of those eligible for free transport using a 60 Plus SmartPass and 
39 per cent of those eligible for free transport using for a Senior SmartPass had 
never used itxii 

 
Neglect 
 

• 23 per cent of those aged 65 or over do not receive the help they need to leave the 
housexiii 

• There were 545 excess winter deaths in 2007–8 amongst people aged 65 and over 
compared to 533 in 2006-7xiv 

• 3 per cent of people aged 66 or over experienced mistreatment in their homexv 
• 68 per cent of unfit dwellings are occupied by those aged 60 or overxvi 
• 44 per cent of non decent homes are occupied by those aged 60 or overxvii 
 

Ageism  
 

• Only 46 per cent of respondents to an Equality Commission for Northern Ireland 
survey were aware that age discrimination in employment is now unlawfulxviii 

• 59 per cent of respondents to a Changing Ageing Partnership survey felt that older 
people are treated with less respect today compared to ten years agoxix 

• 66 per cent of respondents to a Changing Ageing Partnership survey agreed that 
older people are discriminated against as a result of their agexx 



 

 

• 68 per cent of respondents agreed that older people on the whole are less valued 
than people in the general population because of their agexxi 

 
Future deprivation 
 

• The number of people aged 60 or over is projected to increase by 53 per cent in the 
next 20 yearsxxii  

• Over half of adult employees are not contributing to a non-state pension e.g. 
occupational, personal or stakeholder pensionxxiii 

• 35 per cent of people aged 65 or over who said they had had a slip, trip or fall, say 
they worried about the future affects on their physical healthxxiv 

• 25 per cent of people aged 65 or over say that they are often or regularly worried 
about the futurexxv 
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